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Hackney community groups awarded over £200,000 in small grants
 
Over 40 voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in Hackney have been awarded a share of over £200,000 from Team Hackney Community Grants programme to continue their critical work in supporting local people.

Team Hackney Community Grants are designed to support the VCS to deliver innovative projects that address local priorities including educational underachievement, inequalities in health, worklessness, support for older people, improving our environment, tackling domestic violence and reducing youth crime.  

Hackney Council for Voluntary Service (HCVS) manages this programme on behalf of Team Hackney - the local strategic partnership.  Every year, HCVS provides well respected advice, training, grants and information to hundreds of local community groups, enabling the sector to utilise millions of pounds to support local people in a huge diversity of ways including innovative youth work, care services, arts projects and physical support.  
“Grants are one of the best ways of supporting local communities to deliver Team Hackney’s priorities. We have some fantastic and innovative projects come forward this year” Jake Ferguson, Chief Executive Officer, HCVS.

GCSE results have improved dramatically since 2002, however Hackney’s schools

have been consistently at, or near, the bottom of national league tables. Key to improving this is after-school or supplementary education provided by local VCS organisations.  Grace Women’s Organisation was awarded a small grant to continue their after-school classes in Maths, English language and homework support for children in Key Stages 1 and 2.  This project brings together local children from different cultures, many of whom have English as their second language as well as provide one-to-one special educational support for children and their parents. 

Oby Ofomata from Grace Women’s Organisation said: ‘The grant has helped our Organisation to continue to bring young people and families from different cultures together to learn, socialise, improve their  grades at school and encourage community cohesion.’ 
Team Hackney has invested £750,000 in the VCS, through Team Hackney Community Grants, delivered by HCVS in three tiers to develop community groups and prepare them for taking on larger contracts: Fast track grants of up to £1,000 which were awarded to 59 VCS groups, small grants of between £1,000 and £5,000 and large grants of between £5,000 and £50,000 – details of awardees will be announced later this month.
Ian Lewis, Director of Partnership at Hackney council said: “We recognise the value of the voluntary and community sector working with us to achieve our ambitious targets. The award of these grants will enable innovative projects to deliver improved outcomes for local people in priority areas. Last year’s grants facilitated some excellent work and the calibre of bids this year suggests even more can be achieved.”
As part of this programme, HCVS held free application support workshops to navigate VCS groups through the application process, which is tougher than in previous years, as the funding is designed to prepare the sector for the rigours of commissioning – this is where VCS groups are invited to bid tenders for contracts to deliver public services.  

With the launch of local grants programme Hackney Funding Programme 2010/2011 last week, HCVS will also be providing a series of free application support workshops for community groups over the summer.  To find out more, call HCVS on 020 7923 1962 or check online at www.hcvs.org.uk  

To find out about future rounds of funding join the HCVS mailing list, contact HCVS on 020 7923 1962 or gillian@hcvs.org.uk if not. 
For enquiries about the programme, contact Gillian Trevethan at HCVS on 020 7923 8186 or Gillian@hcvs.org.uk.  For enquiries about Team Hackney and the photographic exhibition contact Siobhan Silbey at Team Hackney on 020 8356 2476. 

Attachments:  List of awarded groups, photographs available on request.
 
Notes to editors:
Team Hackney is Hackney’s local strategic partnership (LSP) dedicated to improving the quality of life for everyone in the borough by bringing together people from the public, private, community and voluntary sectors.  www.teamhackney.org.
 
Hackney Council for Voluntary Service (HCVS) is Hackney's leading voluntary and community sector support agency. HCVS supports over 1900 local voluntary and community groups with funding, information, training and resources. Visit www.hcvs.org.uk to find out more. 

This project was funded by Team Hackney Community Grants, funding designed to support the local voluntary and community sector (VCS) to deliver innovative projects and much needed services to local people.  

The programme focussed on key areas of need in Hackney including educational underachievement, inequalities in health, worklessness, support for older people, improving our environment, tackling domestic violence and reducing youth crime. The programme was managed by Hackney Council for Voluntary Service (HCVS).
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